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of his methods, or, when things promised fairly well, by
starting some new, abortive, secret intrigue with another
country. The keynote of his policy was to make mischief
between those whom he feared, and the result was
generally the opposite of what he aimed at. His panto-
mime appearance on his white horse at Tangier (though,
it is true, he was reluctant) was an instance of this. The
object was to make trouble between France and England,
but the ultimate effect was to render the entente more
solid than before. He had tried the same game with
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regard to Russia and England, and by his efforts he had
been instrumental, owing to the deep distrust he had
inspired in Russia, in forging the Triple Entente. Such
methods made his policy as distasteful to his uncle as
was his person.

Again, how dangerous was any dependence on a man
whose lack of wisdom, in spite of his brilliant cleverness,
blinded him to the effect of his displays. In order to
impress upon Germany the might of German arms and
the majesty of himself and his Empire, he held yearly
military manoeuvres in Alsace, a parade of troops at
Metz, a review at Strasburg, and, on the anniversary of
Sedan, every school-child in the province had a holiday.
Up and down the streets of Alsatian towns the children
were massed and marched with flags and banners, and,
as the War Lord went by, they waved and huzzaed with
their shrill voices, e Der Kaiser hoch ! ' to testify their
joy in being his subjects. So he had ordered, and that
was all he saw. But their mothers, while dressing them
in their best, had crowned them with wreaths of mauve
flowers, and tied mauve ribands in their hair, and
whispered to them that mauve was the colour of mourning
which France wore to commemorate the loss of her